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In this Issue 

The end of a season can often 

feel a little sad… that is until we start 

anticipating the start of the next one! 

This issue looks back at this autumn’s events 

with stories and photographs from our 

members.  It also includes reports from 

members who took part in other venues – the 

Royal Winter Fair and Cavalcade 

Americana. My thanks to all who 

contributed. 

The TCCA Annual General Meeting will be 

held on January 25, 2014 at a new venue this 

year - see the notice of details on page 7. 

I apologise for the late delivery of this issue.  

The ice storm struck and like many of you, I 

lost power for almost a week… and just 

when I was waiting for one final item! But 

here we are, power back, and I can now wish 

you all best wishes for a healthy and happy 

2014! 
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Tri-County Executive 
 

President:          Jackie Shute 

Vice President:         Dr. Ken Armstrong 

Past President/         Carol Partridge 

        Webmistress: 

Past President:         Dr. Richard Johnson 

Treasurer:         Judi Morris 

Secretary:         Vicki Cork 

Communications:         Debbie Hewson 

Newsletter:          Heather Webber 

Show Manager:         Jean McLean 

Fundraising Specialist:       Christina Moniz 

Honorary Member (Exec): Jim Green 

Social Drive Committee:    Paula Neice 

 

 

IMPORTANT PRIVACY NOTE 

TCCA is a not-for-profit association with the goals 

of promoting opportunities to enjoy driving and 

collecting (preserving/restoring/maintaining) 

equine-drawn vehicles of all types, support 

worthwhile activities requiring driving members, 

and encouraging family participation.  As such, 

above and beyond the requirements of the Personal 

Information Protection and Electronic Documents 

Act (PIPEDA), we do not rent, lease, or otherwise 

sell our association membership lists.  We protect 

your information from unauthorized access and use, 

and we highly value your privacy.  We collect your 

information to administer our membership program, 

send you newsletters and other announcements of 

carriage driving community interest, plan and tell 

you about upcoming events, and see if you’re 

interested in participating, and publish to members 

only your annual association membership. 

 

 

Your Directors are 

Dr. Ken Armstrong   905-520-6871     kna@sympatico.ca 

(Jan 2011 – Dec 2015) 

Vicki Cork  519-428-7550        vrwalker@kwic.com 

(Jan 2010 – Dec 2014) 

Janice Elgersman                             Janice@crazyacres.ca 

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2015) 

Debbie Hewson 905-854-1041 dhewson@rkhewson.com 

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2015) 

Dr. Richard Johnson  905-765-2321  johnrsj@yahoo.com 

(until Dec 2013) 

Jean McLean  905-575-8313        mclje22@cogeco.ca 

(Jan 2010 – Dec 2014) 

Christina Moniz            moni9340@wlu.ca 

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2015) 

Judi Morris  519-836-9300            jmorris@primus.ca 

(Jan 2010 – Dec 2014) 

Jim Schultz                           brodiemax2@yahoo.com 

(Jan 2013 – Dec 2016) 

Dieuwke Schuurmans 

     dieuwke_schuurmans@hotmail.com 
 

Jackie Shute  905-659-1929      jsshute@hotmail.com 

(Jan 2008 – Dec 2013) 

Valerie Williams            vgwilliams@xplornet.com 

(Jan 2012 – Dec 2015) 

 

 

 

The Unicorn is published quarterly and sent free of 

charge to members of the Tri-County Carriage 

Association. Memberships are $25.00 per year. 

Please send your letters, articles and classified 

advertisements to Heather Webber at 

tcca.newsletter@gmail.com 
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Tri-county Fall Show at Tralee 

Cynthia Zalewski 

On Sept. 29, the Tri-County Carriage Association 

held the last show for the 2013 season at 

Tralee.  This was the home for many years of the 

Canadian Carriage Classic, which was last held in 

2004.  I can remember going to see the Classic with 

my mother who would go off with her chair and sit 

there for the whole day watching the carriages, 

coaches, and all the action.  

 

It was wonderful to be able to drive at this 

prestigious venue.  It was also the final show and a 

great day for Kitia and me, as we are retiring from 

showing.   It was nice to see all the people out 

supporting the show and the weather was just 

right.   Leo and I had a blast doing the cross 

country.  Kitia was her usual “I go where mom tells 

me to go”.  She looked at a couple obstacles, but 

there was really no issue, especially with a little 

encouragement from my voice and the whip.  The 

cross country course had great decorations for fall 

and Halloween.   

 

Thanks to all the Tri-County executive and to Jean 

McLean and all the volunteers, for without you there 

would be no shows. 

 

See photos of Tralee on the next page. 

 

 

 

Westfield Heritage Village  
Social Drive 

Debbie Hewson 

The weather forecast the night before for Sunday, 

October 6th had been dismal—rain showers and 

thunderstorms expected for the day. My phone rang 

at 6:59 A.M. and after a sleepy hello from me, I was 

greeted in return with an ecstatic “It’s a GO” from 

my caller. It seems Jackie had her day all lined up 

and there was no stopping this Social Drive event 

from going as planned.     She had googled, checked 

weather radar, stuck her head outside, and all the 

high tech readings predicted that the thunder and 

rain would not arrive until after the drive was over.   

Well… I’m good if the rest of the herd is moving, 

and besides the drive was not to start until noon so 

there was time to see what the skies looked like once 

the sun was up.     

The thick fog that I encountered at the start cleared 

once I headed over the 401 expressway, trailer in 

tow, and the day turned out to be perfect! Westfield 

Heritage Village welcomed us with a beautiful 

display of fall colours. For those members that had 

yet to make the trip to Westfield’s, there was ample 

parking and set-up space. That day tourists were at a 

minimum, but the staff and volunteers were dressed 

up as usual in full period character costume. The 

horses added to the “step back in time” which the 

Village represents, and Tri-County blended right in.      

Judi Morris drove Tickle with Betty Wesseling as 

passenger and I saw them stop for tea and biscuits at 

one of the shops. Jackie Shute took the opportunity 

to give Baylee, an American Shetland pony his first 

outing away from home. Baylee’s owner Jane 

Hamber was close at hand and Jackie brought along 

enough support help that they could have picked up 

the pony and carried him if they had wanted to! It 

was great to see this group of family and friends 

enjoying the day. Donald Jack said he was so busy 

enjoying the historical buildings that he forgot all 

about the carriage event. I had my Morgan mare, 

Mindy, and we ambled around looking for a field to 

plow. I’m still working on the logistics of moving 

horse and carriage away from home for outings.   

A wonderful Social Drive event thanks to Westfield 

Heritage Village and a special thanks to Jackie for 

scouting out and posting markers for an additional 

driving loop through the woods. 
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Photos from Tralee  

Courtesy Jean McLean 

 

 

Covered Bridge 

 

Amanda Orr 

 

Linda Rawlinson and Jackie Shute 

 

 
 

 
Sharon Crawford Mackay 

 
Vicki Cork 

 

Rhonda Taylor  
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Points to Ponder 
Janice Elgersman 

Here we are wrapping up the 2013 Tri-County Show 

season, we celebrated our 30th year with a succession of 

clinics, social drives, and shows. I’m sure that we can all 

agree that having the opportunity to have access to the 

beautiful grounds of Tralee Farms was a highlight of the 

season. With the approach of winter, and the less hectic 

time of showing there is time to reflect on subtle 

changes, improvements, and considerations for the 

upcoming year.  

Tri-County Carriage Association prides itself on 

presenting itself as a club that introduces, encourages, 

and interacts with introductory drivers. Based on that 

premise, we have decided to entertain our membership 

with a column that informs, and educates drivers that 

have not been exposed to international show standards. 

The first topic of conversation is WARM UP RING 

ETIQUITTE. In these next few paragraphs is vital 

information that allows drivers to prepare their turnouts 

for their class in a manner that ensures fluidity, and 

safety of everyone involved.  

If your horse/pony needs to be lunged before being 

harnessed, hand walk it around, find a quiet spot away 

from the hustle and bustle and lunge. A fresh horse 

running, and kicking up their heels will cause unrest in 

horses already put to and getting focused for their class. 

When entering the warm-up ring, please have your 

“groom” stand alongside the ring paying attention to any 

concerns you may have with your turn out. Your groom 

may want to bring a few items that you may need before 

you enter the show ring, or that may be needed if you 

have an issue. These items may include but not limited 

to: lead rope, halter, flyspray, soft brush, rub rag (dusting 

harness, or wiping a sweat mark), bottle of water (for 

driver). 

Consider your surroundings. This can be defined as 

knowing when not to over work your horse. Consider the 

horses’ demeanor: does he need an hour or maybe only 

15 minutes? 

Consider the footing: if it’s too deep your horse’s 

performance will suffer in the show ring, as he/she is 

tired.  

Consider the weather: if too hot refrain over working 

your turnout…on the same note if it’s too cold be 

prepared with a cooler to keep your horse from getting 

chilled resulting in sore muscles. 

Be aware, be considerate. When driving in the warm up 

ring there are a few unspoken rules to live by. When on 

the rail, please remain at the trot: when working on the 

rail it is common practice to stay in trot. If you slow to a 

walk you cause everyone to have to walk. If you need to 

walk your horse, please do so on the inside track. This 

allows drivers to remain at the trot. If a driver (you) 

intends to execute a movement, it is acceptable to call it 

out. i.e. circle, change of direction, change of pace, or 

needs to get attention. Look around. 

Safe practice with regard to attendants/adjustments: any 

adjustments or help from the groom, should be done at 

the halt in the middle of the warm-up ring, or execute a 

safe exit from the area with your attendant at your horses 

head. Always have someone head up your horse for 

safety when making any adjustments to the harness/bit. 

Please note that under no circumstance should a horse’s 

bridle be removed while still attached to the carriage.  

Managing traffic flow: when a change of direction 

happens or you have other drivers going in the other 

direction please be informed that they will pass on your 

left hand, no exceptions. This is called left hand to left 

hand.  

One last note to ponder, if for some reason you need to 

excessively use your whip, be very careful…a show is 

not a place to school your horse, and very often you will 

be upsetting a horse who is sensitive to the sound, 

possibly causing problems for another driver. On that 

note of upsetting other drivers’ turnouts, please consider 

the size, and noise that other carriages have. Large 

horses, and multiple turnouts can be very intimidating to 

the most seasoned animal. 

In writing this article it is hoped that there is some useful 

information that may aid our membership in having a 

safe, and positive driving experience at any one of the 

venues offered by the T.C.C.A..   

Looking forward to the upcoming 2014 season of 

driving. 
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Farewell (but not really) to 
Cynthia Zalewski 

When my Newfoundland Pony Belle and I (both 

total novices) arrived at Beaverwood Farm to be 

trained, the first person (other than Kirsten Brunner) 

to welcome us was Cynthia. She was grooming 

Kitia in the aisle and introduced herself and Kitia in 

her friendly and forthright manner. So I have known 

them since 2007. 

When I attended the TCCA show at Tralee this past 

September, I learned that it would be the last event 

for Cynthia as she was retiring from showing.  A 

few days later, I emailed her to ask if I might 

interview her for the TCCA newsletter. She agreed 

and we set a date in early November. 

Cynthia met me at a teashop in Erin, and we chatted 

casually about her driving career over lunch. I asked 

how long she had been involved with horses: she’s 

had ponies and horses since she was nine years old, 

and constantly since then except for one break of 

eight months. 

Her grandparents bought her a pony yearling called 

Prince when she was nine.  He was not suitable at 

that point for a novice rider and he was replaced by 

Bonfire, a Welsh/Shetland cross. Cynthia had 

Bonfire for over twenty years, both to ride and 

drive.  She’d always liked driving because you 

could take friends or family with you, so she bought 

a cart and harness and taught herself and her pony to 

drive. She showed him once at Richmond Hill. 

She took a course in horsemanship at Humber 

College, which prepared her to work as a groomer 

and other positions in the Hunter/Jumper circuit for 

five years, but eventually left that to take up 

accounting. 

After Bonfire died, Cynthia bred Lady, a Palomino 

quarter horse mare, to a thoroughbred stallion, and 

the colt Canisbay came into her life for the next 

twenty-seven years. Cynthia showed him as a hunter 

on the A Circuit, and then the Trillium Circuit, but 

her own back problems made her retire from 

showing except for schooling shows. Canisbay 

became lame at the age of twenty-two and they just 

did light trail riding until he colicked and passed 

away in 2001. It was then that Cynthia took a break 

for 8 months. 

But horses, riding and driving were too much in her 

blood and she acquired Nyskha, a pinto mare. She 

decided to take driving lessons with Kirstin Brunner 

in 2002, and later decided Nyskha was not the right 

horse for what she wanted to do, which was both 

driving and riding, and instead got Kitia in January 

2004. Kitia was a registered Paint and already 

trained for both disciplines. 

Cynthia immediately fell in love with Kitia and 

they’ve been partners ever since. She registered her 

as a Pinto and showed her in Pinto shows, where 

they did well. She also bought a cart and harness 

and drove her. 

In April of 2005, she decided to move Kitia to 

Beaverwood Farm, bought a more suitable cart and 

harness for Kitia, and that autumn, they entered the 

Tri-County meet at Witteveen’s. After that, Cynthia 

entered as many shows as she could, in both Tri-

County and COPDA, and also showed at the 

Caledon Fair. Then they went international: 

Metamora in 2007 and 2008, and Walnut Hill in 

2010 and 2012. Cynthia and Kitia did very well in 

both venues. 

 

Cynthia & Kitia at Walnut Hill 



 

Page 7 of 15 
 

  

  

 

Back home, they won the Single Horse 

Championship and Grand Champion in 2011 in Tri-

County and COPDA spring shows. 

Now they are retiring from shows. Kitia is 17, 

Cynthia has retired and her husband Leo is retiring 

this year. They want to do a lot more travelling, but 

Kitia and Cynthia will continue to enjoy their 

pleasure drives and trail rides.  

I asked her what was a highlight, and she answered 

that it was Walnut Hill and the ability to show well 

there, but she says that really she enjoyed it all and 

was lucky to have such a nice horse. 

Kitia’s Registered Paint name is Majestic Poco Kit.  

Cynthia wanted to pick a barn name and had always 

like the pronunciation of CATIA (which is software 

used in the design of automobiles and planes) and 

that morphed Kit into Kitia, and Kitia became her 

registered Pinto name. 

Cynthia emphasizes that she could not have done all 

this without the generous support of Leo, who also 

built a trailer for the transport of her carriage.  He was 

her “official” photographer, and he and his camera 

are well-known in the Ontario driving world. 

She also wants to express appreciation to all the 

volunteers who make the driving shows happen. 

Without them, none of this could have happened. 

 

 
 

 
 

TCCA Annual General Meeting 
January 25, 2014 

Metamora in 2007:  
1 - Progressive Obstacles 
5 – Reinsmanship 
5 - Working 

Metamora in 2008: 
3 - Dressage 
4 - Working 
5 - Reinsmanship 
6 - Turnout 
6 - Ladies to Drive 

 

Walnut Hill in 2010: 
4 - Turnout 
4 - Crosscountry 
6 - Progressive Obstacles 

Walnut Hill in 2012: 
3 - Reinsmanship 
5 - Scurry 
6 - Progressive Obstacles 

 

Kitia’s International Career 

 

 

The AGM will be held at a new location this 

year: 

Harcourt Memorial United Church   

87 Dean Ave,   

Guelph, Ontario  

(Dean Ave is north of College and runs 

between Edinburgh & Gordon) 

For map: https://maps.google.ca/maps  

& enter 87 Dean Ave Guelph 

This will be a pot-luck dinner. So plan to 

arrive at 5, dinner at 6, with the meeting to 

follow. 

Please bring an item for the "Silent Auction". 

This fund raiser greatly assists the club and 

goes directly towards Club Insurance so we 

can host Carriage Events. Canvas your place 

of employment, friends and neighbours for 

Auction Items. We are looking for new to 

gently used items. 

 

Cross Border Regulations clarified 

From Drive Ontario Website 

After speaking to the Port Huron border 

(April 11, 2013) 

As long as a horse show does NOT give out 

any prize money, a Temporary Import Bond 

(TIB) is NOT REQUIRED. You need only 

the paperwork that you have used in the past. 

BUT make sure you also have a copy of the 

show's prize list with you to show. 

 

https://maps.google.ca/maps?hl=en&tab=wl
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Performing at the Royal 

Jim Schultz 

This year we had the pleasure of representing a 

portion of the carriage driving community of 

Ontario at one of Canada’s best known events, the 

Royal Winter Fair. 

Being an exhibitor was not a big deal, I thought…sit 

at the booth and talk to people – it can't be that hard. 

Boy was I wrong! 

Representing Drive Ontario for the first three days 

of the show was a little more than what I had 

bargained for…but it was an amazing experience! 

Debbie and I are members of the Tri-County 

Carriage Driving Association, which along with 

other driving associations make up Drive 

Ontario.  Being part of Tri-County helps us to learn 

more about driving as well as be part of pleasure 

drives in the area as well as competitions. 

I knew we would take our little driving pony Bandit, 

a show winning pony with a great personality.  We 

are from Equestrian Dreams near Guelph, primarily 

a Dressage barn but we have several driving horses 

and ponies as well as carriages.  The dressage 

training has benefited our driving horses and the 

dressage folks enjoy occasionally trying their hands 

at carriage driving. 

Thursday afternoon Bandit had the equivalent of a 

spa day, receiving more attention than a Hollywood 

starlet.  Bandit was washed, trimmed, clipped then 

washed again.  My ‘partner in crime’ Debbie 

Dobson and I then gathered up all the necessary 

equipment that we could possibly need during our 

three day adventure (enough to support the 

Budweiser Clydesdales for a European tour…). 

Thursday evening was spent cleaning tack, waxing 

and polishing the carriage, packing the trunks with 

all of our equipment and loading the trailer until 

1:00am. Then up at 5:00am only to find myself 

wondering what would be the appropriate clothing 

to wear for this event (yes, guys do worry about that 

stuff). 

 

Then the much anticipated drive into Toronto with 

all that traffic and road construction that we have all 

learned to love. 

By 6:30am we were on the road and 

anticipating what we would find once we got to the 

Royal… Surprisingly enough it was like a finely 

tuned watch, operating like a well-oiled sewing 

machine… Was simple really, just follow this herd 

of cows down the road and unload at door #1 we 

were told… An adventure of its own... although the 

cows were surprisingly accurate (questioning the 

need for Google Maps…) 

The next question was where are we going to park 

the truck and trailer, we were sure that we must be 

one of the first to be here, 7.30am on opening day… 

wrong again… most of the trailer lots were full - 

after checking them all out we (Debbie) finally 

asked one of the attendants which promptly 

informed us that there was lots of room with the 

other three hundred parked over at Ontario Place… 

Finally we were inside and setting up with other 

members of our horse community exhibitors, all of 

which we found to be so helpful and informative. 

We had a booth with photos and information about 

driving setup right next to Bandit’s stall so we could 

keep an eye on him and he could receive lots of 

attention from people visiting our booth. 

 

 

Answering questions from visitors 
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As you can imagine Bandit was initially not too 

impressed with this whole situation that his Dad had 

exposed him to, especially when the crowd began 

screaming when the Superdogs were performing, 

pacing and rearing in his stall and not showing any 

sign of settling down. I had to ask myself what I 

have gotten us into. 

We had to be in the ring and performing within two 

hours. Thank God for ear-plugs. Our talented little 

pony had returned to the Royal and became the 

ambassador that we knew he would be and he 

settled down well. 

 

 

Bandit showing his paces! 

 

For the next three days he performed his duties like 

a seasoned Hollywood actor. We couldn’t go 

anywhere without people complimenting us on our 

stunning little driving pony.  Debbie and I answered 

questions about driving, along with a group of 

volunteers representing the different driving clubs: 

Jackie Shute and her daughter, Mary Baillie, Jeffery 

Kohler, Eve Dexter, Pam and Bill McGillivray, 

Carol Partridge, Ken Armstrong, Jean Mclean and 

Val Williams, and Lauren Huschilt. We chatted with 

our fellow exhibitors and learned things about the 

Royal that we never knew (Did you know that some 

of the cows are herded to a place under the Gardiner 

Expressway overnight to allow them to sleep outside 

where they are happier?). 

We also had the opportunity to speak to newcomers 

and share the sport of driving with them as well as 

chat with other drivers from different areas. Friends 

and family visited and new friends were made – 

reminding us what a welcoming, close-knit group 

the rural community can be. 

I guess the question is… would we do it all 

again?  In a heartbeat... 

I would suggest the experience to anyone, what a 

great way to experience the Royal… 

Fancy a ‘Test Drive’?  www.equestriandreams.ca  

See the page for ‘Driving’ and contact us to ask us 

about our ‘Driving experience”. 

 

 
 

High Flying! 
Robert Thomas 

In October 2013, we entered the Cavalcade 

Americana at Grand National Morgan Show in 

Oklahoma City.  This is a class depicting Morgans 

in various historical eras.  We hitched TFM 

Skywalker to a Boston High Flyer which was used 

at the turn of the century for gentlemen to show off 

their finest horses in the parks on a Sunday 

afternoon. 

 

 
Skywalker flying high! 

 

http://www.equestriandreams.ca/
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New TCCA Awards 

This is the 30th Anniversary of the Tri-County 

Carriage Association and the show committee has 

taken this year as an opportunity to update our 

awards.  There are several new awards that will be 

given out for the first time at our Annual General 

Meeting on January 25th, 2014.  

High Point Year End Award 
This perpetual new trophy has been kindly donated 

by Halton Equine Veterinary Services and will be 

presented this year by Dr. Armstrong.  This award 

replaces the Golden Whip Award and will be 

presented to the TCCA member, who has achieved 

the highest composite score in the 2013 show season. 

This year it was a very tight race, with only one point 

separating the top two competitors. To calculate the 

scores: A score is given for each class in which a 

competitor places in the top five.  Seven points are 

given for a first place ribbon, 5points for second, 

3points for third, 2 points for fourth and 1 point for 

fifth.  The individual scores are then multiplied by the 

number of competitors in each particular class. The 

competitor’s composite score is obtained by totaling 

all the individual class scores for that particular 

competitor.  

Dr. House Volunteer Award 
This perpetual award is given in memory of Dr. 

House and is presented by his family.  It is given to 

the volunteer who has made a significant contribution 

to the organization through their volunteer activities.  

The winner is determined by the board. The 

recipients have included Sue Nichols, Jean McLean 

and Ross and Avril Brown. 

Tri-County Carriage Association Spirit 
Award 
This is a new award and has been kindly donated by 

Hawksview Farms.  At the AGM this year, the award 

will be presented by Valerie Williams. The award is 

presented to the Tri-County Carriage Association 

member who best demonstrates the Spirit of TCCA. 

The successful candidate should show enthusiasm, 

sportsmanship and interest in the sport of carriage 

driving.  They must show a desire to be a positive 

influence to others. The recipient can be a volunteer, 

competitor, social driver or any combination. The 

winner is chosen by the board.   

TCCA Junior Development Award 
This award will be presented by Jackie Shute at this 

year’s AGM.  It is to be given to the winner of the 

junior division.  It is being given to encourage youth 

involvement and will permit further development of 

a young driver’s experience. The nature of the award 

will be decided yearly by the board. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

A Few Equine Quotes 
 
There is something about the outside of 
a horse that is good for the inside of a 
man.  ~Winston Churchill 
 
It's always been and always will be the 
same in the world:  The horse does the 
work and the coachman is tipped.  
~Author Unknown 
 
All I pay my psychiatrist is the cost of 
feed and hay, and he'll listen to me any 
day.  ~Author Unknown 
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Q:  What is dehydration in the winter time, how 

important is it and how does it differ from 

dehydration in the summer time? 

A: Dehydration in the winter time is most frequently the 

result of the horse not taking in enough fresh water. There 

are many reasons that the horse may not drink enough 

fresh water when it is very cold. Frequently the exercise 

level drops and therefore they do not have to replace fluids 

that are lost through sweating and therefore drinking water 

is reduced. Also when it is very cold the horse will back 

off drinking very cold water and if they happen to have a 

tooth bothering them then the fresh cold water will cause 

pain as it passes through the mouth and by the teeth. 

More often though the water in the pail or trough freezes 

to ice before the horse can drink it all there by reducing 

the horse’s water intake. This can happen either in the barn 

or outside. Too often we put horses out in a paddock all 

day in the winter with hay for them to munch on but 

because we do not have a heated water trough there is no 

water in the very cold weather. Often times we run out to 

the barn in the very cold weather and throw in the feed and 

hay then fill the water buckets and, because it is 

exceptionally cold in the barn, leave for the warm house. 

The thirsty horse drinks three-quarters of the pail because 

it is thirsty but when it goes back to get the rest there is 

only ice. 

The major repercussion of dehydration in the winter time 

is large colon impaction. The large colon is where the 

horse takes back the fluid in the material that is passing 

through the gut and this enables the horse to form the drier 

fecal balls. If the horse, for whatever reason, needs more 

fluid in the body it absorbs more and the material passing 

through the large colon becomes too dry to move and just 

builds up there to become an impaction. The treatment 

involves oral and/or nasogastric administration of 

emulsifying agents and large amounts of fluids IV with 

some oral fluids. Usually we have to give a horse are 30 to 

40 litres of IV fluids over a 12 to 24 hour period although 

periodically it can require more.  

The ‘take home’ message here is be certain your horse has 

access to adequate water in the winter time and adequate 

water does not include ice. 

 

Dehydration in the summer time is important because it 

involves not only a lower fluid level in body tissues but 

also a situation where in the electrolyte balance in the body 

is not within normal ranges. One of the most common 

problems in racing horses involves heart irregularities due 

to electrolyte imbalances created excessive sweating. I 

have one or two horses each summer that we have to watch 

very carefully and monitor electrolyte balances and fluid 

loss to prevent heart irregularities. 

Also, as some of you might know, dehydration can affect 

a distance horse quite dramatically and therefore they are 

all monitored very closely during a competition to be 

certain they are not pushed to extreme levels of 

dehydration. Competition horses often need more fluids 

during a competition than they can take in and therefore 

post-competition IV administration. 

In a hot humid environment it becomes quite easy to see a 

horse sweat and we know it is losing fluids but in a hot 

arid environment you do not see the horse sweat nearly as 

much and the horse can drop from dehydration when you 

are least expecting it.   

Both summer and winter dehydration can result in the 

horse dying but it is more common in the type of 

dehydration that results from heat. Either way dehydration 

can result in rather large veterinary medical bills in an 

attempt to get the horse back to normal. 

Make certain your horse has access to adequate potable 

water all seasons of the year and amounts that are 

necessary for whatever type of athletic performance it is 

doing.  

Meanwhile please note that prolonged high body 

temperatures, sickness where in eating and drinking are 

reduced and at times water that the horse refuses to drink 

can all result in mild to serious dehydration. So monitor 

water intake as you would monitor food intake. 

K.N. Armstrong DVM 

Many thanks to Dr. Armstrong. 

Please submit your own questions of general interest to 

tcca.newsletter@gmail.com 

 

Ask the Vet 

 

mailto:tcca.newsletter@gmail.com
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2013 September 29 Composite Score 

 competitor work-
ing 

reinsman
-ship 

cone Cross
- ctry 

3rd  
show 

TOTAL 

2nd 
show 

TOTAL 

1st 
show 

TOTAL 

2013  
TOTAL 

pony         
VSE Judi Morris 10 10 10 10 40 67 70 177 

31 Wendy Inch 12 15 30 42 99 131 105 335 

52 Jackie Shute 6 25 42 12 85 101 148 334 

18 Paula Neice         0 47 45 92 

 Deb Dobson         0 0 63 63 

 Barb Bowen        0 23 0 23 

25 Sharon Crawford-
MacKay 

0  10 0 10 0 0 10 

28 Lisa Foster  42 35 0 6 83 0 0 83 

29 Vicki Cork 18 5 5 0 28 0 0 28 

32 Janice Elgersman    30 30 0 0 30 

37 Jeffrey Kohler 30 10 18 18 76 0 0 76 

          
open horse         

 Gord Freeman     0 0 65 65 

23 Cynthia Zalewski 20 28 20 12 80 72 128 280 

 Bob Thomas     0 0 105 105 

 Jim Schultz     0 0 58 58 

30 Ken Armstrong 8 12 28 20 68 0 72 140 

 Jack Vanderkooy         0 61 0 61 

 Lisa Foster- horse         0 54 0 54 

35 Christine Bourne 12 20 8 8 48 0 0 48 

47 Rhonda Taylor 28 8 12 28 76 0 0 76 
         

tenderfoot         
 Alvin Haves     0 0 54 54 

38 Helen-Joy 
Velenosi 

18 18 0 0 36 70 66 172 

27 Amanda Orr 42 42 12 35 131 72 0 203 

39 Al Brick 6 12 6 7 31 62 0 93 

34 Laurie Bruder 30 0 18 49 97 0 0 97 

40 Chad Bowen 0 6 42 14 62 0 0 62 

51 Agneta Knight 12 30 30 0 72 0 0 72 

44 Linda Rawlinson    21 21 0 0 21 

 
juniors         

42 Lauren Huschilt 14 14 14 14 56 0 28 84 

 Alexis Clark         0 35 0 35 

26 Kilby Brunner-
Deforest 

10 10 10 10 40 0 0 40 

 
VSE         

24 Mary Baillie 14 14 14 14 56 0 0 56 
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New Awards for the Thirtieth Anniversary Year 

 

High Point Year End Award Wendy Inch 
Reserve Jackie Shute 
  
Division Winners  
Pony  Champion Wendy Inch 
             Reserve Jackie Shute 
             Junior Champion Lauren Huschilt 
              VSE none 
 

Horse  Champion Cynthia Zalewski 
             Reserve Ken Armstrong 
             Tenderfoot Champion Amanda Orr 
             Tenderfoot Reserve Helen-Joy Velenosi 
              Multiples none 
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Classified 

Excellent hay available at $5.25/bale. Delivery possible, 

with a charge. 

One spacious horse stall available at Chassagne Farm, 

Puslinch, Ontario. Limited riding and driving possible. 

Suitable for retired horse, rescue horse, pregnant brood 

mare, lay-overs. $525.00/month: includes daily, 

individual turn-out, administering supplements and 

medications, blankets on and off, grooming. Best care 

possible. 

Carole Precious  (519) 651-2160 

carole@chassagne.ca  www.chassagne.ca 

 

Applegarth Farm: 

For Sale: 2006 registered 1/2 Welsh 13hh pony mare. 

Applegarth Royal Gala is well trained for riding and 

driving. W,T,C with a terrific trot and excellent 

confirmation. Showing successfully with a junior driver in 

Ontario and USA. Very good for farrier and vet. Gala is a 

very nice pony, loves people and loves to work. See more 

pictures at www.beaverwoodfarm.on.ca . For more info or 

to see this lovely pony call Faith Clarkson 905-460-6840 

WANTED: good, solid easy entry cart, with steel or 

wooden wheels for a 13hh pony. 

WANTED: good leather pony sized (15) English saddle 

with a wide gullet in good condition.  

Faith Clarkson  905-460-6840 

 

 

Available for sale - Morgan chestnut gelding, Langcrest 

Foxy, 6 years, primarily used driving single and pairs and 

less often under saddle, June/July had a 5 weeks refresher 

course under saddle with a trainer, substantial Lippit in 

his background and looks, suitable drive or mount for an 

adult, homebred, started by Kirsten, driving and riding 

videos and pictures available, reasonably priced to sell.  

Irving Langill, Langcrest Farm, 519-928-3108 or 

irving@langcrest.com 

 

 

 

 

For Sale:  Antique fully restored Democrat Buggy. Was 

restored then never used. Photos upon request.  

 Judi Morris 519-836-9300    jmorris@primus.ca 

 

Freedman Harness $800 CD 

- horse size 

- no reins 

Jackie Shute    jsshute@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  2 seat classic oak   1 seat classic carriage 

        $1600                 $1200 

 

Marathon/wagonette 

        $2900 

 

 

Contact Lynn Denning     

519-878-1911 

 

 

Western felt cinch, black, 34", nearly new - $25 or OBO. 

Black front boots, black, small, long leg, inside measures 

9" - $15 or OBO. 

Leather surcingle for horse, with or without side reins with 

donuts, padded back - $60, without side reins - $45. 
Wheels for Frey Sprint Cart, barely used, 42" - $350 or 
OBO. 
Please contact Cynthia at horsestuff1@hotmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:carole@chassagne.ca
http://www.chassagne.ca/
http://www.beaverwoodfarm.on.ca/
mailto:irving@langcrest.com
mailto:jmorris@primus.ca
mailto:jsshute@hotmail.com
mailto:horsestuff1@hotmail.com
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Carriage: 

Beautiful Cut Under Trap Carriage 

Can be used for single, pair or four-in-hand 

Asking:  $7,500 obo 

  

Please call Carol Witteveen 

727 501 4506 cell 

 

 
 

 

Kettle Creek Friesians – Breeders of Top Quality  

KFPS Registered Friesians – For Sale at most times 

full papered Friesian horses of various ages. 

Visitors always welcome, we are 10 minutes south 

of the 401 just west of London. 

Visit www.kettlecreekfriesians.com or 

emailinfo@kettlecreekfriesians.com or  

contact Jack Vanderkooy 519 933 6119 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ontario Standardbred Adoption Society 

currently has many 

wonderful pleasure 

horses available for 

adoption. Most of them 

have had exposure to 

harness, saddle, crowds 

and traffic. Ages range 

from six and up. Many 

sizes and body types are 

available but only a few 

colours to choose from. Please check us out online at 

osas.ca or call  905-854-6099 for information. 

 

tel:727%20501%204506

